














Protection status

Conservation status

CITES

The Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) prohibits the trade of rhinos and 
products derived from rhinos such as horns or medicinal products across international borders without a CITES 
permit. All rhinos are listed under Appendix I of CITES requiring permits from both the country of origin and the 
country where the products are entering, except the South African and Swaziland populations of the Southern 
White Rhino which are listed in Appendix II.  

The Javan, Sumatran, and black rhinos are critically endangered. The Indian rhino is listed as endangered, and 
the white rhino, vulnerable.
 

  
CITES is the Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species, an international treaty for which 
Vietnam became a signatory in 1994. CITES regulates the trade of endangered species across international 
borders by requiring permits from CITES offices in host countries for trade of animals listed on one of two 
appendices. Appendix 1 includes species for which a permit is required from both the country where the 
transaction originated AND the country where the animals are received. Species listed in Appendix II require a 
permit from the CITES office in the country of origin, only.  

CITES: http://thiennhien.org/index.php?page=listDocumentView&id=123

Announcements
Resources to support awareness-raising activities available
Notice to Forest Protection Departments, Environmental Police, and other law 
enforcement agencies. If your department is conducting public awareness activities in 
relation to wildlife protection or environmental protection, we may have educational 
resources available that can help you. ENV has limited materials available including 
posters, wildlife games for children, copies of the Green Forest nature magazine, as 
well as other educational resources that we can provide your department. If your 
department is conducting awareness-raising activities, please contact us.  View some 
of our resources:  

Get ENV resource support!  Contact Ms. Tran Thuy Duong 

http://thiennhien.org/index.php?page=list_document&catid=191

35148850. 

A new tortoise and freshwater turtle identification guide is available to download from our 
website. This guide was produced to assist law enforcement agencies in identification of 
turtles confiscated in the illegal trade. It includes illustrations and photos of all 25 native 
tortoise and freshwater turtle species and comparison pages, allowing frontline rangers 
and police to compare similar species from photos and descriptions. Download a copy. If 
you have any trouble downloading the file (it is large), contact us and we will send you a 
copy of the ID book and a training film on the turtle crisis in Vietnam on disc (only a 
limited number of copies on disc are available).  

.http://thiennhien.org/index.php?page=listDocumentView&id=140

Other resources available online
Tiger investigation: A summary of a 12-month investigation by law enforcement agencies and ENV of tiger 
farming and trade in Vietnam: 

Public Service Announcement: A new public service announcement urging consumers to seek alternatives 
rather than use bear bile:  

http://thiennhien.org/index.php?page=listDocumentView&id=148

http://thiennhien.org/index.php?page=documentView&parent=172&id=142

Free subscription to weekly bulletin
If you have internet access and wish to be kept up to date on news relating to nature and the environment, 
subscribe to the FREE ENV weekly Nature and Environment News Bulletin for a recap on the top stories 
appearing in more than 25 major newspapers and publications and links to the full articles.  

ENV has produced the weekly news bulletin for the past seven years and has more than 800 weekly electronic 
subscribers. Email us at  if you wish to subscribe to the bulletin.env@fpt.vn
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Turtle ID guide for law enforcement 



Crime log

“ .”Buying and selling wild animals and their parts is a CRIME

Major crimes unit

Ivory seizures in Hai Phong 

Bear Cub Season bring new bears to Vietnam

Cat Loc rhino dead

 
There have been four ivory seizures in Hai Phong by 
Customs agents since late April.  These include:  

On May 28, 2010, Customs discovered 1.2 tons of 
ivory hidden amongst a shipment of seaweed that 
arrived on a ship from Africa in Hai Phong port on May 
6, 2010 (Case reference 2524/ENV).

On May 25, 2010, after receiving tip-off from an 
informant, Customs checked a container offloaded 
from a ship arriving from Africa and discovered more 
than a ton of ivory hidden under snail shells. (Case 
reference 2520/ENV).

On May 14, 2010, Customs checked a container and 
discovered over a half of ton of ivory hidden under cubs weighing about 5 kg in total to the Sin Ho district 
seaweed.  The container arrived on a ship that FPD. According to the resident, the bear cubs were 
reportedly originated in Malaysia on May 12, 2010 found in weak condition in forest several days before 
(Case reference 2503/ENV). so he brought them to his home to take care of them.  

On May 10, 2010, the cubs were transferred to Soc 
On April 29, 2010, Customs inspected two containers Son Rescue Center (Case reference 2481).
arriving on a ship from the port of Mombassa in Kenya 
and discovered 400 bags containing more about two On April 20, 2010, Duc Tho district police in Ha Tinh 
tons of ivory.  Customs were alerted to the shipment confiscated three bear cubs weighing 17.5 kg in total 
by a suspicious phone call to Customs from the Thanh that were being reportedly smuggled into Vietnam 
Long Ex-Import company in Quang Ninh province from Laos.  Police discovered the bears after two 
asking them to expedite the clearance procedures.  subjects were kicked off a bus when the bears, 
The company planned to re-export the cargo, labeled hidden in a bag, began to cry.  The suspects were 
as seaweed, to China (Case reference 2480/ENV). from two districts in Nghe An province that are 

considered major centers for illegal wildlife smuggling 
and trade.  The cubs were later transferred to Soc  
Son Rescue Center on April 24 (Case Reference Over the past few months, there were four cases 
2445/ENV).involving bear cubs in trade. Each year following the 

spring breeding season, bear cubs are smuggled into 
On April 14, 2010, Nghe An provincial EP and Vietnam, mainly from Laos.  According to experts, the 
Customs checked a car with a Laos registration cubs are captured after the mother bear has been 
number and discovered a shipment of wildlife killed.  In most cases, the bears appear destined for 
including two bear cubs weighing 3kg each, 25 pairs bear farms in Nghe An, former Ha Tay (Hanoi), and 
of frozen bear paws, and 130 kg of turtles. The possibly Quang Ninh, where they kept for the 
shipment, which reportedly originated in Laos, was remainder of their lives and exploited for bear bile.  
destined for Dien Chau district in Nghe An, a Recent cases include:
suspected center of illegal activity involving 
smuggling of wildlife.  The bear cubs were transferred On the evening of May 19, 2010, Dien Bien police 
to Soc Son Rescue Center on April 24, and the bear inspected a taxi in Muong Cha district of Dien Bien 
paws were reportedly incinerated (Case reference province and confiscated two bear cubs and a monitor 
2426/ENV).lizard.  The cubs weighed a total of 3kg and are 

pending transfer to a rescue center.  ENV 
investigators suspect that the cubs originated from 

On April 29, 2010, forest rangers on patrol discovered Laos (Case reference 2508/ENV).
the remains of a Javan rhino in Cat Loc forest where 
Vietnam's last rhinos were known to survive in In early of May 2010, a local resident in Sin Ho district 
nature.  Although only bones remained, suggesting of Lai Chau province voluntarily transferred two bear 

Bear cubs at a bear farm in Laos, were most likely later 
smuggled into Vietnam where they will end up at bear farms.

Photo:  National EP
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that the rhino had died some months before, the horn rhinos surviving in the wild at Cat Tien National Park, 
had been cut from the skull and WWF researchers but experts privately express concern that the rhino 
found a bullet lodged in one of the rhino's legs.  WWF found April 29 may be the very last of its kind.  DNA 
has since concluded that they believe that the rhino tests on dung samples collected over the past 
was poached for its horn.  months should help scientists determine how many 

rhinos, if any remain at Cat Tien (Case reference 
Official estimates suggest that there are between 3-5 2486/ENV.

Lai Chau 

Quang Ninh 

Bac Kan

Golden cat confiscated in Lai Chau

Pangolins seized in Quang Ninh

Ivory heading for China border crossing

Quang Ninh police nab three bears being 
smuggled to China

Lai Chau macaques take train to Hanoi rescue 
center 

More douc langur seizures suggest high 
demand for langurs in medicine trade

seized a total of 15 douc langur skeletons from two 
buses that were heading for Cao Bang province.  The 
skeletons reportedly originated in Dak Lak province 
and were to be used to make traditional medicine.  In On Jan 12, 2010, a dead Asian golden cat and a 
July 2009, a total of 54 dried black-shanked douc live wild pig weighing about 20 kg were confiscated 
langurs were discovered being transported by in Sin Ho district of Lai Chau province as they were 
motorbike, also to Cao Bang province (Case being transported by car, possibly to the Chinese 
reference 2253 and 2254/ENV).border.  The remains of the animals were reportedly 

incinerated and three suspects arrested in 
connection with the case face administrative fines 
(Case reference 2276/ENV).

On Feb 8, 2010, The Ben Binh Traffic Police pursued 
and stopped a truck driven by a man from Quang Ninh 
province and confiscated 58 pangolins (220.5 kg).  
Ten pangolins were later transferred to the Carnivore 
and Pangolin Conservation Project at Cuc Phuong 
National Park (Case reference 2306/ENV).

On March 20, 2010, 150 kg of ivory was confiscated 
by Quang Ninh Traffic Police from a vehicle heading 
for the Chinese border crossing at Mong Cai.  At least 
one of the suspects was from Yen Thanh district of 
Nghe An province, a known hotspot for illegal wildlife 
originating from Laos (Case reference 2365/ENV).

During the evening of April 3, 2010, three Asia black 
bears were confiscated by the Cam Pha police as 
they were being transported by car north on Highway 
18 to the Chinese border crossing at Mong Cai.  The 
bears reportedly originated in Phuc Tho district of 
former Ha Tay (Hanoi) province and from Dai Yen 
commune of Ha Long City, the location of at least two 
major illegal bear bile tourism operations (Cases 1121, 

On January 8, 2010, six macaques that were 1122). On April 20, 2010, the bears were transferred 
confiscated by Lai Chau FPD in December to Soc Son Rescue Center (Case reference 
following a tip from the public were transferred by 2413/ENV).
ENV by train to Hanoi and placed at Soc Son 
Rescue Center (Case reference 2168/ENV). On January 10, 2010, Quang Ninh Traffic Police 

confiscated a shipment of wildlife including six lorises 
being transported on a motorbike. The suspect was 
prosecuted and reportedly released on probation.  
The lorises were transferred to the Soc Son Rescue 
Center shortly after the seizure (Case reference 

On January 19-20, Bac Kan Market Management 2213/ENV).
authorities in cooperation with Bac Can police 

Cases of interest

“ .”Every animal counts!  Your decision may save a species from extinction

Dried remains of black-shanked douc langurs from a 2009 
seizure. Langurs are used to make a form of traditional 
medicine from their bones.

Photo: ENV
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Hai Phong 

Ha Noi

Thanh Hoa

Nghe An

Pangolin scales discovered in container

Golden cat seizure in Hanoi marks first of its kind

Civet seizure leads Hanoi authorities to source
Two tons of wildlife seized in Thanh Hoa

Pagoda lorises seized by police

More wildlife seized in Thanh Hoa

Cobras and snakes nabbed in trade by Hanoi 
police

More bear paws in trade

Uncommon barn owl seizure in Hanoi

On May 12, 2010, customs agents working in 
cooperation with Hai Phong Environmental Police 
discovered a shipment of pangolin scales in a 
container hidden under seaweed. The container was 
off-loaded from a ship that arrived in Hai Phong port 
on May 6 from Indonesia (Case reference 
2496/ENV).

On May 21, 2010, Hanoi EP confiscated six Asian 
golden cats that were hidden in a taxi parked in Dong 
Da district. Three suspects from Son La province 
were arrested, claiming that they had caught the 
golden cats in the forest along the Lao-Vietnam 
border and planned to sell them in Hanoi to make 
bone glue. ENV notes that it is likely that these cats 
were smuggled into Vietnam from Laos and were transferred to the Soc Son Rescue Center and the 
intended for delivery to a middleman in Dong Da trader was fined 5,250,000 VND (Case reference 
district in Hanoi. It was the first major seizure of 2252/ENV).
golden cats documented by the ENV Wildlife Crime 
Unit since 2005 (Case reference 2509/ENV).

On January 28, 2010, Hanoi Environmental Police 
On January 25, 2010, Thanh Hoa Forest Protection 

and rangers from the Forest Protection Branch 
Department confiscated more than two tons of 

inspected a residence and discovered a large 
snakes, monitor lizards, and turtles from a vehicle 

number of civets and brush-tailed porcupines, along 
heading north on Highway 1 toward the Chinese 

with a few pangolins and a Malayan porcupine at a 
border. The shipment included 257 kg of cobras 

home in Hanoi. The inspection followed the seizure 
(Naja atra), 48 kg of common rat snakes (Ptyas 

of two civets being transported by motorbike, which 
mucosus), 17 kg of radiated rat snakes (Elaphe 

led authorities back to the source. All of the live 
radiata), 774 kg of Indochinese rat snakes (Ptyas 

animals were transferred to the Soc Son Rescue 
korros), 340 kg of water monitors (Varanus salvator) 

Center while the remaining dead animals were 
and 742 kg of Asian leaf turtles (Cyclemys 

reportedly incinerated (Case reference 2280/ENV).
tcheponensis). The shipment reportedly originated in 
Khanh Hoa province, but ENV notes that the origin of 
the animals was likely from Cambodia. The subject 

Environmental Police in Hanoi confiscated three 
was subsequently fined 500 million VND (Case 

lorises that were observed on display at a popular 
reference 2313/ENV). 

pagoda in the city. The lorises were subsequently 
transferred to the Soc Son Rescue Center (Case 
reference 2405/ENV).

On January 24, 2010, Thanh Hoa FPD confiscated 
167 kg of wildlife including monitors, wild pig, and 
civets. The shipment reportedly originated in Quang 
Binh province and was destined for Hanoi. One 

On May 5, Thanh Xuan District Police and Hanoi 
subject was arrested in connection with the case, 

Environmental Police arrested a man transporting 17 
and subsequently fined 40 million VND (Case 

Chinese cobras (Naja atra), including one king cobra 
reference 2314/ENV).

(Ophiophagus hannah). On May 11, a second 
seizure by police involved 28 kg of Chinese cobras 
(Naja atra) in Gia Lam District (Case reference 2479 
and 2490/ENV).

On May 25, 2010 the police stopped a bus with a 
Lao registration number and discovered 30 bear On January 19, Environmental Police seized 14 
paws and eight Malayan snail-eating turtles hidden in common barn owls (Tyto alba) as they were being 
bags aboard the bus. The driver claimed that two transported to a buyer in Hanoi. The owls were 
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Seven golden cats seized in Hanoi by Environmental Police in 
May were likely to be used to make traditional medicine from the 
animal's bones.

Photo: ENV

“ .”Smuggling drugs, human trafficking, and trade of wildlife are all serious CRIMES



passengers picked up in Laos had abandoned the macaques was not identified.  Eighty-nine surviving 
bear paws and left the bus before the police macaques were later transferred to Soc Son Rescue 
inspection.  The bus reportedly originated in Center in Hanoi (Case reference 2204/ENV).
Vientiane and crossed into Vietnam through the 
Cau Treo border gate, and was destined for Dien 
Chau district in Nghe An. Based on a search of the 
registration number of the ENV Wildlife Crime 
database, it was determined that the same On March 7, 2010, border guards confiscated a frozen 
registration number was involved in another tiger, a black leopard, and more than a ton of animal 
smuggling case in recent months. Local authorities bones and horns from a vehicle at the Lao Boa border 
were advised (Case reference 2521/ENV). checkpoint in Quang Tri province. The driver of the 

vehicle reported that he intended to deliver the 
shipment to an unidentified man in Quang Binh 
province, however, the driver is a resident of Yen Thanh 
district in Nghe An, one of two districts in Nghe An 
known for being the center of illegal smuggling and 

In March 2010, Quang Binh Environmental Police wildlife trade activities in northern Vietnam (Case 
encouraged four different residences to voluntarily reference 2331/ENV).
turn over a total of eight macaques that were being 
kept as pets by different households. The 
macaques were transferred to the Phong Nha Ke 
Bang Rescue Center (Case reference 2415-2418).

On February 19, 2010, after receiving a tip from 
local residents, the Quang Nam FPD immediately 
inspected and rescued a male grey-shanked douc 
langur (Pygathrix nemaeus cinerea) weighing 
about 6 kg from a local resident's house in Nui 
Thanh district. The resident declared that he had 
caught the langur in a forest in February 2010. The 
langur was subsequently transferred to the Cuc 
Phuong Endangered Primate Rescue Center 
(Case reference 2311/ENV).

On May 11, 2010, a grey-shanked douc langur 
(Pygathrix nemaeus cinerea) was received by 
Quang Ngai provincial FPD after they had 

 discovered the langur being kept as a pet at a 
private household in Chi Linh district.  The langur, 

On March 30, 2010, Long An Environmental Police which is a critically endangered species and 
arrested two people suspected of trading wildlife endemic to Vietnam, was subsequently transferred 
involving a cafe in Duc Hoa district. Police discovered to Saigon Zoo (Case reference 2492/ENV).
54 kg of king cobras and 82 kg of pangolins at the café 
where they had been delivered by motorbike. The live 
pangolins were transferred to the Cu Chi Rescue 
Center (Case reference 2397/ENV).

On January 2, 2010, Phu Yen police confiscated 
96 macaques from a vehicle following a chase 
through the province that ended with the driver 

During the morning of May 12, 2010, Tay Ninh FPD in abandoning the vehicle and escaping.  The driver 
cooperation with Tay Ninh Environmental Police was later caught by police and fined 100 million 
confiscated two gibbons and a peafowl from a café in VND for transporting wildlife.  The owner of the 

Quang Tri 

Quang Binh

Quang Nam

Quang Ngai

Long An

Phu Yen

Tay Ninh 

Tiger, panther, and a ton of bones seized at border

Police encourage violators keeping macaques 
to obey law

Quang Nam FPD confiscates endangered 
langur from resident

Grey shanked douc transferred to Saigon Zoo

Long An: Cafe involved in wildlife crime

Shipment of macaques discovered after police 
chase

Gibbons seized from café in Tay Ninh
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“ ”Make an example of criminals today to prevent crime tomorrow.

The remains of a tiger and black leopard seized in March 2010 by 
border army inspectors in Quang Tri province.

Photo: Quang Tri FPD
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Many thanks to the hundreds of active volunteers, members of the public, and foreign visitors that have taken 
the time to report wildlife crimes. Not every case is successful, but our collective efforts are essential in winning 
the war against illegal wildlife trade and protecting the future of our countries' wildlife. 

Here are a few examples from around the country of cases where participation of the public has made a 
difference:

Resident gives up temple turtles

Marine turtle recued and released but other 
turtles may be victims of local influence Macaque transferred to nature reserve

Ninh Binh rangers seize stuffed tigers from 
hotel

Gibbons at kindergarten transferred to Cat Tien 
primate rescue center

and some macaques as pets in Ba Ria-Vung Tau 
A resident in Binh Duong province who was province. Initial efforts to deal with the case faced 
keeping 14 yellow-headed temple turtles contacted obstacles because the kindergarten was a Catholic 
the ENV Wildlife Crime Hotline to request establishment which required sensitivity in dealing 
assistance in transferring the turtles to a rescue with the case.  After nearly five months of 
center. ENV worked with Ho Chi Minh FPD to discussions and with the assistance of Cat Tien 
coordinate the transfer and on January 14, all of National Park, who ENV had hoped would take the 
the turtles were received by the Cu Chi Rescue gibbons, all three gibbons were voluntarily 
Center (Case reference 2216/ENV). transferred to the park on January 30, 2010 (Case 

reference 1943/ENV).

On January 15, 2010, staff of a conservation On February 9, 2010, a resident in Dong Nai 
project working in the Da Nang area reported to province contacted the ENV Wildlife Crime Hotline 
the ENV Wildlife Crime Hotline about a marine to report that she had been keeping a pig-tailed 
turtle and approximately 30 freshwater turtles macaque at her house for several years and 
being kept at the home of a government official wished to turn the animal over to authorities in 
from the Environment Department of the city. Da compliance with the law. The macaque was 
Nang FPD inspected the site and confiscated the subsequently transferred on March 29, 2010 to the 
marine turtle, and together with the Fisheries Vinh Cuu Nature Reserve in Dong Nai in good 
Department, released it back into the ocean. The health (Case reference 2299/ENV).
presence of the remaining freshwater turtles, 
including one species specifically protected under 
the law, remains unresolved.  (Case reference 
2219/ENV). On March 22, 2010, two stuffed tigers were 
 confiscated by Ninh Binh FPD from a resort in Van 

Long where they were on display in the main lobby 
of the hotel. The case was first reported to the ENV 
Wildlife Crime Hotline by a foreign visitor (Case 

In August 2009, a six-year-old girl notified ENV reference 2343/ENV).
that her kindergarten was keeping three gibbons 

One of many live pangolins confiscated by HCM Environmental 
Police shortly before it was to be shipped by air to Hanoi, and most 
likely onward from there to the Chinese border.

Photo: HCM EP

Public participation yields results

Tay Ninh town. The gibbons were transferred to Lo 
Go Xa Mat National Park (Case reference 
2494/ENV).

On March 20, 2010, Ho Chi Minh Environmental 
Police in cooperation with the Southern Aviation 
Security confiscated 33 pangolins with a total 
weight of 158 kg at Tan Son Nhat Airport in Ho Chi 
Minh City.  The pangolins were hidden amongst a 
shipment of soft-shell turtles that were bound for 
Hanoi. The pangolins were later transferred to the 
Cu Chi Rescue Center, and 14 healthy animals 
were subsequently released into U Minh Thuong 
National Park in Kien Giang (Case reference 
2364/ENV).

Ho Chi Minh

Pangolins seized at airport bound for Hanoi



Many businesses comply with wildlife 
protection laws after discussions

Red-shanked douc langur turned over to police 
Two otters seized after being offered for sale in Hanoi
on internet

Macaque finally confiscated after nine-month 
wait

Pythons seized thanks to efforts of wildlife 
volunteer and quick response of Dong Nai FPD

Over the past five months, dozens of restaurants, 
shops, and businesses voluntarily complied with 
wildlife protection regulations following discussions 
with ENV staff. Signboards advertising bear bile, 
menus, and website advertisements were 
removed, with subsequent monitoring inspections 
by ENV monitors, informants, and volunteers 
confirming compliance. Many of these cases were 
first reported to ENV through the Wildlife Crime 
Hotline (Case clearance reference, May 15, 2010: 
1870, 1052, 1062, 1464, 1607, 1633, 1992, 1994, 
1993, 1995, 1997, 2160, 800, 2296, 2113, 452, 
535, 704, 725, 1062, 1975, 1921, 1835, 1636, 826, 
1875, 1058, 1007, 771, 591, 621, 704, 725, 771, 
800, 869, 1174, 1748, 2229, 2318, 1000, 2289, 
2414, 2472, 2289, 1906).

On Jan 30, 2010 a wildlife volunteer reported to the 
On January 19, 2010, Environmental Police in Ho ENV Wildlife Crime Hotline about a red-shanked 
Chi Minh City confiscated two oriental small- douc langur being kept at a resident's home in 
clawed otters from a home after the owner offered Hanoi. After initial efforts to deal with the case 
them for sale on the internet. The ENV Wildlife indicated that there were political implications in 
Crime Unit was first alerted by a wildlife volunteer relation to the case, Hanoi Environmental Police 
about the advertisement, and working with discussed the issue with the owner and convinced 
Environmental Police arranged for a visit to the him to “voluntarily” give up the langur. The langur 
home of the suspect to see the otters. Both otters was later transferred to the Soc Son Rescue 
were transferred to Cu Chi Rescue Center (Case Center (Case reference 2286/ENV).
reference 2218/ENV).

On April 13, 2010, a pig-tailed macaque was 
confiscated from a local resident's house by Ho 
Chi Minh FPD nearly nine months after it was first 
reported to ENV by a wildlife volunteer. HCM 
authorities confiscated one of the two macaques 
reported to ENV in August 2009. The second 
macaque had reportedly died. The owner stated 
that he had been unaware that keeping macaques 
was in violation of the law. The surviving macaque 
was transferred to the Cu Chi Rescue Center in 
HCM (Case reference 1956/ENV).

On April 28, 2010, a volunteer in Dong Nai 
reported to the Wildlife Crime Hotline that a local 
vendor was selling two pythons at the Nho market 
in Long Khanh town. Xuan Loc district FPD 
immediately inspected the market and confiscated 
two Burmese pythons (Python molurus) weighing 
5.9 kg in total. The pythons were subsequently 
released at Chua Chan Mountain on May 9, 2010 
(Case reference 2470/ENV).

A red-shanked douc langur that was turned over to 
authorities in Hanoi after being reported to ENV by a 
member of ENV's National Wildlife Volunteer Network.

Photo: ENV

One of two otters confiscated from a Ho Chi Minh resident after 
he tried to sell them on the internet.

Photo: Case 2218 informant
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Trade 
operations

   Smuggling Selling   Advertising Possession Other Total *Period

*  These statistics represent only a small fraction of the active illegal wildlife trade in Vietnam, and only 
account for those cases that are reported to ENV

Crime Statistics
stThe ENV Wildlife Crimes Unit has logged a total of 2,525 cases between January 1  2005 to May 31, 2010.  

Classification of cases for the current period include as follows: 

January 
2010

February 
2010

March 
2010

April 
2010

May 
2010

Total
2010

1 114124

717

3 6 27

45 4

3 17

14

4 11 50 2 10 1

0

0

0

1 15 9 5 16 3

26 43 143 18 68 4

78

32

87

56

49

302

In November 2009, a foreign visitor reported about a green turtle (Chelonia mydas) and a Vietnamese 
pond turtle (Mauremys annamensis) observed in a café in unnamed city.  What might have been a simple 
case involving notification of local authorities triggering in an effective and appropriate response resulting in 
the confiscation of two protected turtles, instead, turned into a two month ordeal highlighting the 
ineffectiveness of local authorities in dealing with basic violations of wildlife protection law.  

The case was first reported to provincial FPD on November 18, 2009, however it was not until January 22, 
2010 when local authorities took action and confiscated one of the protected turtles (the other was no 
longer there).  Moreover, the ENV case officer responsible for dealing with the crime had to make 26 calls 
to local authorities over this time period before action was finally taken.  

More disturbing was the loss of opportunity to confiscate the marine turtle and questionable ethics in the 
local FPD's dealing with the case.  Specifically, on December 7, the mobile team of the local FPD reported 
that they had inspected the restaurant and did not find a marine turtle.  Three days later, ENV sent in a 
trusted monitoring officer who confirmed that the marine turtle was still present.  

By January when authorities finally decided to act on the case, the marine turtle was gone, reportedly 
taken home by the owner to avoid confiscation.  The Vietnamese pond turtle was then allegedly 
confiscated and released by authorities.  

ENV remains disappointed by the lack of responsiveness and willingness to take action of authorities 
tasked with wildlife protection in the province in question.  ENV further suggests that the authorities 
responsible for this failure should be held accountable for their failures in order to encourage others tasked 
with wildlife protection to perform their duties to the best degree possible in the future (Case reference 
2021/ENV).

In the corner



Stop Wildlife Crime!

Hotline:     Email:  1800-1522 Hotline@fpt.vn

If you observe wildlife being kept, sold, transported, traded, consumed, or advertised, 
contact your local authorities or call the ENV Wildlife Crime Hotline:  

The ENV Wildlife Crime Unit (WCU) was established in January of 2005 to facilitate public 
reporting of wildlife crimes through a national toll-free hotline. Information on crimes 
received through the hotline is quickly passed on to the appropriate authorities by ENV, 
after which the WCU tracks each case through to its conclusion. Public sources are kept 
informed of the progress and outcome of each case, and all cases are documented on 
ENV's Wildlife Crime Database. 

.

.The main aims of the WCU are to:
..

● Build public support and encourage public participation in efforts to stop the illegal trade 
of wildlife

● Provide support and assist law enforcement agencies tasked with combating wildlife 
crime

● Direct intervention in stopping wildlife crime

● Document wildlife crimes and work with authorities to identify and address key factors 
that contribute to wildlife crime and strengthen policy and legislation to provide greater 
protection for endangered wildlife

The ENV Wildlife Crime Unit is jointly funded by the Humane Society International, The 
Whitley Fund for Nature, the MacArthur Foundation, the Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund (CEPF), the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, and SeaWorld and Busch Gardens Fund. 

ENV wishes to thank the World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) for supporting 
the production of ENV Wildlife Crime Bulletin.

The ENV Wildlife Crime Unit

Contact Us
ENV Wildlife Crime Unit
Education for Nature - Vietnam (ENV)
N5. IF1, lane 192 Thai Thinh Str, Dong Da Dist, Ha Noi
Tel/Fax: (84 4) 3514 8850 
Email:   

ENV Vietnamese Website:
ENV English Website:
Wildlife Crime Gallery:
ENV Facebook:

env@fpt.vn

www.thiennhien.org
www.envietnam.org
www.savingvietnamswildlife.org
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=47162312016


