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�  Executive Summary: By Peter Blinston.  
 
Historical Background:  
Painted Dogs (Lycaon pictus) have been reduced to one percent of their former population. Today a mere 3000 - 5000 individuals 
survive, with Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Botswana and South Africa having the only viable populations. 
 
PDC was originally established as Painted Dog Research in 1992. At that time the human-induced carnage from snares, shooting and 
road kills accounted for 95% of all dog mortalities. Early public presentations showed prejudice and ignorance, it was clear that unless 
this situation was addressed, the species could become extinct. The initial emphasis was thus to identify the critical issues and develop 
a pragmatic strategy that would make a substantial, lasting contribution to Painted Dogs, nature conservation and, very importantly, to 
the lives of the local people.  
 

I first contacted Dr Greg Rasmussen in July 1996 after reading an article featuring 
his work at the time. He was basically a one-man band, living of dried rations and 
hope in the back of his landrover. I offered to help him with my limited recourses 
and experience. The rest as they say is history! An adventure I could hardly imagine 
unfolded over the pursuing months and years as PDC was born and evolved into 
what it is today. The emotions I have experienced during this journey have often 
been hard to describe, testing my resolve more than I would care to mention. 
Sometimes it’s been relentless and I feel that I have worked through situations time 
and time again that you should only experience once in a lifetime.  
 
2009 was one of those 
years. I described 2008 

as the most difficult year in the life of PDC. Operating with the astonishing 
hyperinflation in Zimbabwe became all but impossible. However 2009 
brought different more emotionally draining challenges that cut to the 
bone. The year was not without what we now consider to be typical 
challenges though. The teacher’s strikes and school closures threatened our 
world-class Children’s Bush Camp programme but our Education Officer, 
Wilton Nsimango and his team, over came that with a typical combination 
of determination and imagination. A new, US dollar based economy 
brought some stability and certainly a little normality to life. No longer 
would it take our staff two hundred million years to withdraw a months’ 
salary from their bank accounts, which was the situation in the last quarter 
of 2008. However the ridiculous profiteering that prevails in Zimbabwe did 
not relent and with little production taking place in the country, almost 
everything needed on a day-to-day basis is imported. Whether importers 
pay the high import duties or not, they charge it and add their 50 or so percent profit and you end up paying three times the price for an 
item as you should. So we import as much as we can ourselves, overcoming the logistical difficulties this presents. However we have 
become experts at overcoming logistical obstacles and my Assistant Manager, Forggie Wilson takes it all in her stride. 
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With the majority of people still facing extreme hardships to even survive on a day-to-day basis, the poaching menace did not relent. 
We lost funding to this, most vital aspect, of our programmes and had to re group, re structure and then carry on. By the end of the year 
we had completely re organised our anti poaching operation. Along with many others we have been calling for changes to the 
punishments handed out for poaching offences, appealing for meaningful fines and prison sentences that will act as a real deterrent and 
these finally came into being towards the end of the year. With such legislation in place and the restructuring mentioned above, we are 
ready for the challenges that 2010 will bring. 
 
The dogs of course, are the reason for our being. Starvation 
Island tested us again, logistically, physically and 
emotionally. The rescue of the motherless, vulnerable pups 
in July to the trials and tribulations of the Bambanani pack, 
which ultimately ended in absolute tragedy, will be 
documented below. Life with the dogs in 2009 wasn’t 
always tragic though and as they have done to us many 
times over the years, they seem to respond just when we 
need it and provide us with joyous days, that lift the spirits 
and fill us with renewed hope. They left it late in 2009 
though. Literally the last 5 days of the year, when our new 
pack, the Kutanga, were obliging enough to hang around 
Hwange Main Camp, almost our back yard, thus allowing 
me to spend endless hours with them. Not without a little 
drama of course! 
 
Not much happened in 2009 that I would want to re live. 
There is so much I will never forget. 
 

�  Goals, Objectives and Planned Activities for 2009. By Peter Blinston. 
 
Our Goals and Objectives for 2009 were presented in our Year Start Plan as follows: 
 

1. To increase National and International awareness of the plight of painted dogs. 
2. Ensure population stability by protecting and maintaining populations in the buffer zones as well as responding to any Painted 

dog individual, pack or population in need of assistance. 
3. Maintain and facilitate diversity within the gene pool of the Zimbabwe National Population. 
4. Maintain and develop our APU initiative. 
5. Maintain and further develop our Community Education Programme. 
6. Maintain and further develop our Community Development work by linking more community needs with appropriate 

international Aid organisations. 
 

To achieve these goals we will be undertaking the following objectives and planned activities. 
 

1. Rehabilitate 5 more painted dogs back into the wild from our rehabilitation facility. (Satisfies goals 1, 2 and 3) 
2. Continue with the strategic deployment of the 3 PDC anti poaching units in the buffer zones surrounding Hwange NP and 

within Hwange NP itself. (Satisfies goals 1, 2, 3 and 4) 
3. Increase the training plus development of other APU in the region by 4. (Satisfies goals 1,2, 3, and 4). 
4. Fit 12 protective collars onto packs in the Hwange region (Satisfies goals 2 and 3) 
5. Expand monitoring of the Zimbabwe National Pack to Mana Pools and Gonerezou NP. (Satisfies goals 1, 2 and 3). 
6. Complete the construction of our Veterinary Clinic. (Satisfies goals 1, 2, 3 and 6). 
7. Lobby for Painted Dogs to be given protection from illegal trade. (Satisfies goals 1, 2 and 3) 
8. Increase the Children’s Bush Camp programme from 17 to 19 schools. (Satisfies goals 1 and 5) 
9. Further develop and advise 14 Community Gardens in terms of nutritional food production and income generation. (Satisfies 

goals 1, 2, 3 and 6). 
10. Increase the number of community based income-generating projects by 4. (Satisfies goals 1, 2, 3 and 5). 
11. Teach conservation lessons in the 19 local schools in conjunction with the Environmental Science and the bush camp program 

syllabus. (Satisfies goals 1, 2, 3 and 5). 
12. Establish nature corners in the targeted 19 schools, which are in the program in a bid to foster appreciation of nature through a 

model setting. (Satisfies goals 1, 2, 3 and 5). 
13. Establish conservation clubs in the targeted schools as a way of creating more awareness and imparting the concept of nature 

conservation in the school youths. (Satisfies goals 1, 2, 3 and 5).  
14. Continue the schedule of day visits to the CCEC from the surrounding communities. (Satisfies goals 1, 2 and 5). 



 3 

 
 

·  Objective one was certainly achieved with the release of nine painted dogs from our Rehabilitation facility during the 
course of the year.  

·  Objective two was achieved despite the loss of funding early in the year. We restructured our operation in order that 
we could maintain three units who worked in partnership with Martin Stiemers ALL4AP, National Parks, Forestry 
Commission and the Police.  

·  Some progress was made with Objective three, however there is still a degree of apathy by many stakeholders, who 
do not apply anywhere near enough resources to the protection of the wildlife on their estates. The report issued by 
National parks towards the end of 2008 pointed out that PDC was the only organisation carrying out effective anti 
poaching and indeed noted that we were doing the work for many stakeholders rather than supplementing the work of 
those stakeholders. Sadly that situation remained largely unchanged in 2009. 

·  Objective four was achieved with 12 collars being fitted onto painted dogs in Hwange. 
·  Objective five was not achieved, however we attended the National Workshop of Wild dog and Cheetah 

Conservation to further discuss the need for this and map out a way for it to be achieved. 
·  Slow progress was made on Objective six due primarily to the lack of a building foreman and logistical issues 

regarding building supplies. 
·  Progress was made with Objective seven, with the compilation of a report for CITES and a documentary, (yet to be 

broadcast) which illustrates the need for protection. 
·  Objective eight was achieved with all of the targeted 19 schools attending our Bush Camp in 2009.  
·  Objective nine was achieved with much work being done in the 14 Community Gardens, including the drilling plus 

installation of a much needed bore hole at Ndangababi, where we also engaged the experienced help of Environment 
Africa to conduct training workshops on water conservation and preventing soil erosion. 

·  Objective ten was achieved and passed with the addition of five income-generating projects across our targeted 
communities.  

·  Objective eleven was achieved with the successful completion of the in school programme, which aims to further 
connect the concepts learnt at our Children’s Bush camp with the National Environmental Science curriculum.  

·  Objective twelve was achieved with nature corners being established in all of the targeted schools. A successful and 
hugely popular competition was run with the winner being Lupote Primary School who then enjoyed a day visit to 
PDC followed by a good lunch and entertaining games drive into Hwange National Park. 

·  Objective thirteen was also achieved with the establishment of 14 Conservation Clubs, attended by over 200 
children. Many of these children are involved in the Nature Corners as well and also undertake projects in their 
villages such as tree planting and permaculture gardening. 

·  Very popular Objective fourteen, was again a great success, bringing the parents from the villages into the PDC 
facilities for a guided tour, which culminates in them linking with their own children at the Bush Camp. They then 
watch the children’s closing activity (a song, dance or poem), which illustrates the children’s experiences and 
enjoyment at having attended the camp during the week. 

 
 

�  Research and Conservation of focal species. By Peter Blinston and Boniface Manda  
 

After recovering Mashambo and Londoloza from Starvation Island at the end of 2008, the new-year 
started out with typical optimism. We had six dogs at our superb Rehabilitation Facility and we were 
determined to get them back into the wild where they belonged, so our attention turned to Starvation 
Island once again. A relatively smooth operation followed and we soon had our feet on the island again. 
It wasn’t long before the pack was in trouble though with the female dying and Londoloza, tragically 
becoming the crocodile’s latest victim. Enough was enough and we recaptured the surviving four males 
and brought them back to our Rehab in Hwange. Before we could answer the question of “what do we 
do with them now”? It was answered for us with the arrival of the Vusile and her two brothers Sithule 
and Sibuyile. Their parents were missing, presumed dead. The two males literally walked into our 
rehab, very weak and hungry, while Vusile turned up a few days later in very good condition and 
clearly coping with life on her own. However it was obvious that she wanted to be with the two males 
so we captured her, also motivated by the fact that we now had 7 dogs in our rehab, all capable of 
making it in the wild as at the very least they had experience of being on Starvation Island, the two 
young males (Sithule and Sibuyile) just needed some adults to help them along. We set about 
introducing Sithule and Sibuyile to Mashambo, Njiva, Slima and Lobels, the four survivors from 
Starvation Island. It was quite easy and soon we introduced Vusile as well. Adding a female to the mix 

caused a bit of a stir and to our surprise it was Slima who appeared as the most dominant, not Mashambo as we would have expected. 
However on reflection our expectations were wrong. Mashambo after all was a quiet dog, though bigger and faster than the others he 
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was the most submissive and even the young Sithule and Sibuyile pushed him around. So the Bambanani pack was born and they were 
soon ready for release back into the wild. 
 
We loaded them into our trailer and drove the short distance to Hwange Main Camp and our chosen release site. Jealous and Xmas 
opened the trailer to let them go, a quite poignant moment and Mashambo was back in the wild for real with his new pack mates. After 
watching them feed, on the last meal they would receive from humans, we left them happily exploring their new surroundings. 
Overjoyed at the success and excitement of it all, we were ill prepared for what followed. A speeding car killed Slima six days later and 
Mashambo plus Njiva were missing. A frantic search located them far to the east and it was clear that the pack had split for reasons that 
will remain a mystery. By the end of October Lobels and Mashambo were dead, killed in poacher’s snares. Njiva was missing presumed 
dead; Vusile had left to find another male, leaving the two young males, Sithule and 
Sibuyile to fend for themselves. We found them close to the spot where Slima had been 
run over and an area notorious for poaching activity. With cooperation from Forestry 
Commission, I quickly deployed our anti poaching unit in to the area, however it was 
another speeding vehicle that killed Sibuyile. Left with no alternative we re captured 
Sithule. So much time and effort had been invested into these dogs. Still today, the guys at 
the rehab talk of the effort they alone had invested in the dogs and shake their heads in 
disbelief at what happened to the Bambanani. As MK and Xmas dug a grave for 
Mashambo, I knelt down next to his desiccated remains, rolling the seven stranded cable 
snare between my thumb and forefinger and I apologised to him for letting him down. 
 
Life with the dogs wasn’t always so desperately sad. The potential disaster of five, three-month-old pups, dying after lions killed their 
parents was avoided when National Parks gave us permission to capture the pups. They are now doing extraordinarily well at our rehab. 
Growing daily under the careful watch of their “foster parents” our residents, Zenga and Angela. The recaptured Sithule, who is only 18 
months old, has joined the pups and its great to see the six youngsters playing boisterously together. Our aim is to release the six into 
the wild when they are old enough. 
 
The best days for dogs though came right at the end of December when we managed to collar our new “Kutanga” pack and enjoyed                         
many days of their company. I wondered if I would be able to end the year with a smile on my face and happily the Kutanga made that 
possible. We are pinning our hopes on them staying together as a pack of seven and providing us with a litter of pups in June 2010. 
 
During the year a number of sightings came in from all over Hwange, including the Gwayi area, and while the pack sizes were small, 
being just two’s and three’s, we hope that the dogs as a whole can manage to maintain a reasonable population which is able to recover 
once the situation improves.                                        
 
When I talk above of the situation improving, it is the poaching 
menace that I am referring to. 2009 presented considerable logistical 
and operational difficulties for Painted Dog Conservation (PDC) as 
a whole and for the Anti Poaching Units (APU) in particular. 
 
The year got off to a bad start with the surprising withdrawal of 
funding for our APU from one of our major UK sponsors, this at a 
time when we had secured funding elsewhere for a third unit. Thus 
we were in fact back to square one because we had to reduce our 
APU manpower by 9 (one unit). None the less we were determined 
that a third unit should be in place to provide a wider blanket of 
protection and so we restructured the remaining men into three units 
of five, all under the supervision of Boniface Manda.  

 
By changing the way they patrolled and the days worked each month we were 
able to maintain the level of cover we wanted. 
 
This is reflected in the total number of snares recovered in 2009, which 
was 3279 (1644 by PDC and 1635 by ALL4AP), the second highest 
amount in any given year.  
 
In year one, which was 2001, poaching activity was high and there had been 
little if any anti poaching done, thus we collected 3429 snares. The following 
year we collected 2777 snares and the figures continued to drop for years 
2003 to 2007, reflecting the effectiveness of the APU programme. However 
in 2008 we saw a significant increase in poaching activity, with a total of 



 5 

2776 snares collected (1200 of these by our sister organisation ALL4AP) and this upward trend has continued in 2009, driven almost 
exclusively by the devastating socio economic problems prevailing in Zimbabwe. 
 
While maintaining our APU bases, we undertook an increased number of strategic patrols, in known hotspots, often deploying the 
teams at night to add an element of surprise. We carried out many joint patrols and raids with the Police and National Parks. Such 
operations increased our operating costs above the anticipated budget. This particularly impacted on vehicle use and expenditure with 
the average monthly KM rising from an anticipated 2000 km per month to 3000 km per month, however the strategy was deemed to be 
vital given the relentless poaching epidemic.  
 
The number of animals found dead in snares was recorded at 30 in 2009. However this excludes five known cases concerning painted 
dogs and another seven suspected cases concerning painted dogs. The photo below illustrates that even a tortoise is not immune from a 
poacher’s snare. A total of 16 poachers were arrested, which down on the record figure of 54 for 2008. 
 
Many meetings with fellow stakeholders in the region throughout the year increased the level of cooperation on the whole and this 
certainly benefitted the programme. Particular thanks should be extended to Zimbabwe parks and Wildlife Management Authority 
(Hwange Main Camp), Forestry Commission, Gwayi Conservancy and Gwayi Stakeholders Committee. 
 
Research Results: Remained consistent with earlier years findings. Thus: 

·  Results point towards a very dynamic system and a minimum pack size of five to six individuals, which is critical to 
be aware of for conservation purposes.   

·  An analysis of data shows that protective collaring can mitigate anthropogenic mortality.  
·  Capture methods concomitant with invasive handling can evoke `stress induced hyperthermia. 
·  DNA analysis of the National Pack is underway. 
·  Ester van der Meer, a Dutch PhD student joined us in 2007. She is focussing on the relationship between the dogs and 

prey species such as Impala and Kudu. 
 

�  Community Outreach and Education. By Wilton Nsimango and Peter Blinston. 
 
  
Free of Charge Bush Camp Programme: 2009  
Total Number of Free of Charge Bush Camps. 19  
Total Number of Free of Charge Bush Camps since programme began:  120 
Total Number of students attending Bush Camp so far this year:  693 
Total Number of students attending Bush Camp since programme began: 3867 
         
Pre and Post Camp School Visits:   
Total Number of School Visits so far this year: 51 
Total Number of School Visits since program began:  413 
Total number of child/visits conducted so far this year:  1522 
Total number of child/visits conducted since program began:  11497 

 
In general for the year 2009, the pre-camps conducted were 
quite challenging as compared to the other years due to the fact 
that schools didn’t open smoothly at the beginning of the year 
and third term where teachers constantly went on strike, 
however the children were organised using other avenues of 
communication like the food programs that were undertaken in 
some schools. Its exciting to realise that at one school the class 
had already engaged into self preparatory activities by starting 
the PDC anti poaching play even before they got the scripts, it 
was the initiative of the previous grade six classes who had 
helped the current classes in this endeavour. 
 
 
The camps did not present any problems with a bigger number 
of children seemingly ready to learn even for those that were 
considered slow learners by their respective teachers. Most 
children enjoyed the computers so much that they didn’t want to 
leave the computer lab, one girl, Thando from Lupote actually 
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said “I wish our school would burn down while we are here and then we remain learning using the computers until they build another 
one with computers this time”.  
 
Its was also good to note that we trained 3 more additional guides in both theory and practical, and thus we now have a compliment of 7 
trained guides that we can engage in the program successfully, it is however intended that next year we train more guides to keep the 
numbers high. 
 
The effects of the bush camp program have given the project an insight into 
the level at which our local people’s attitudes could be 6 years down the line. 
The battle is still on but we have heard statements from the local leadership 
indicating that they are and will continue to include the conservation of 
painted dogs and wildlife in general in their agenda whenever they hold 
meetings. A teacher from Gwaai actually said she would try and make it 
mandatory that once a week in her class she talks about dogs of which she 
referred to them as this “gold”.  
 
It is generally felt that an evaluation of the impact be carried out to assess 
even more scientifically how much attitudinal change the program has 
achieved and maybe seek for a new directional route towards goal 
achievement. The program has so far gained momentum and most issues that 
arise from the bush camp are dealt with in a professional manner. 
 
This year we hosted 3 donor/outside schools though not much revenue was realised due to the relatively high cost of holding a camp. 
Thus the schools were in actual fact just able to cover the cost of their camp and transport. Despite this, we were happy to have the 
increased exposure that comes from hosting these schools, which came from Bulawayo, Hwange and Harare respectively.  
 
In a year of so many challenges both at a local, national and even International level, we were proud of the progress made at the Bush 
Camp and PDC in general. We had a number of visits from major donors and were very pleased at their positive comments and praise 
for the work being done. With 2010 promising to deliver as many challenges again, we are certainly invigorated and raring to go! 
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�  Conservation Education Outreach Programmes 2009: By Mahlabezulu Zulu and Wilton Nsimango  
 
 
Introduction  
 
The year 2009 marked the end of the first phase, and the beginning of the second phase of the conservation education outreach 
programme. For logistical reasons the programme targets 17 of the 19 schools that attend the Bush Camp Programme. The two schools 
that are not included are simply too far away for regular visits to be made. The successful programme incorporates classroom based 
conservation education and hands on conservation project activities.  
 
Long Term Goals. 
To reduce snaring and poaching through sustainable development initiatives, particularly permaculture and nutritional gardening 
programmes in both schools and communities. 
 
Short Term Goals 

1. To improve gardening skills which support conservation farming in the 17 schools under the Painted Dog Schools 
Permaculture Programme. 

2. To improve schools and community feeding programmes through sustainable agriculture practises. 
3. To support schools conservation clubs, which will come up with projects focusing on conserving of natural resources like soils 

and trees within the school ground 
4. To promote organic or biological farming which supports conservation of natural resources. 

 
Conservation Lessons 
 

Total number of school visits this year: 34 

Total number of child/visits this year:  816 

Total number f school visits since the programme began:  349 

Total number of child/ visit since the programme began:  11870 
 
By the end of the year, each of the 17 schools and been visited 5 times under the 
conservation education outreach programme. Through assessing the assignments given 
to the children after conservation lessons, it was observed that most children at this level 
had grasped the concepts of what was taught, as they managed to come up with good 
picture stories, poems, clay sculptures and dramas related to conserving wildlife. The 
completed assignments and projects are now kept in school libraries and nature corner 
classrooms for future use. As from October, joint conservation lessons were held in 
schools with Nomads Arts, a partner organization that focuses on conservation education 
through art. Visits to the schools with a Nomads Arts group member, led to the 
formation of conservation drama groups in eleven of the 17 schools. Drama groups 
formed produced excellent plays, which will be used to teach community members the 
importance of conserving wildlife. 

 
Nature Corner 
Project in Schools 
 
 
Promotion of the 

establishment, 
maintenance and use 
of nature corners continued in year 2009. A Nature Corner 
competition, to select the best two Nature Corners in the schools was 
held on May 28th and 29th. Two schools namely Lupote and Chezhou 
scooped the top prizes and were afforded game drives in, Hwange 
National Park after a day at the PDC CCEC. Consolation prizes, 
which included reams of bond paper, were given to all of the schools 
that participated in the competitions. During the time of conducting 
competitions, 11 schools had nature corners in the month of May. 
Through continuous effort to insure that all schools have nature 

corners by the end of the year, effort was made to encourage the other remaining six schools, which were lagging behind to establish 
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and maintain their nature corners. When schools closed their doors for the last term of the year, 14 of the target schools had good nature 
corners and this was a good increase within a short period.  
 
Demonstration Gardens And Tree Nurseries 
 
The three demonstration gardens, namely Dete, Ndangababi and Painted Dog Conservation Rehabilitation, remained operational 
through out the year. Crops were grown throughout the year, mainly perennials like choumolier and shallots. An additional donation of 
cabbage, tomato, onion, squash and herbs seeds, was gratefully received and this went a long way in assisting in the expansion of the 
gardens. In all the three gardens there was an improvement on the tree growing. More indigenous tree seeds were sown in Dete and 
Painted Dog Rehabilitation gardens tree section, and 300 seedlings from the two gardens were donated to Dingani and Mabale 
community members to plant in their conservation projects for example gully reclamation near community fields.  
 
Schools Permaculture Programme 
 
There was an improvement in the running of the permaculture programmes in some schools towards the end of the year when the 
school system returned to some sort of normality. Unfortunately there ha been a lot of disruption to the programme at the stat of the 
year. Nabushome, Dopota, Ndangababi, Songwa, Sianyanga, Mabale and Lupote schools did very well in their gardening projects, and 
it is interesting to note that in some schools produce from these gardens was used to provide the children with additional food, which 
resulted in an improved performance in the class room. Unreliable water and crop raiding from wild animals seriously affected the other 
school gardens.  
 
 
Teachers Permaculture and Conservation Workshop 
 
A teacher’s workshop was held on the 18th of June. There were 18 participants drawn from the schools programme. The workshop was 
held mainly to equip teachers with skills on how to run conservation clubs, start and manage conservation projects, manage 
permaculture gardens, improve and use nature corners in schools. After the workshop, school visits were made to assess if teachers 
implemented what was covered in the workshop. It was interesting to note that there was an improvement in the set up of nature corners 
in 14 out of the 17 schools, and teachers in schools with nature corners were using nature corners as a teaching aid in their 
Environmental Science lessons. In most schools there was an improvement in the set up of their permaculture gardens. Schools like 
Dopota, Sianyanga, Nabushome and Lupote adopted the inter cropping method as a way of improving their permaculture practices in 
their gardens and they enjoyed a good crop of vegetables, which 
helped feed the children.  
 
Schools Conservation Clubs  
 
Starting and promoting conservation clubs in school continued in year 
2009, and 14 conservation clubs were established with a total 
membership of 200 children. The clubs were well managed and had 
conservation projects such as tree growing, permaculture gardens and 
nature corners running in their schools. There was a marked 
improvement on the running of these projects probably because of 
constant monitoring of these projects by the CEO during school visits, 
and the teacher’s workshop held to equip teachers with good 
managerial skill 
 
Communal Farmers Small Grain Growing   
 
Year 2009 also witnessed the promotion small grain growing among communal farmers. A total of 120kg of sorghum seed was 
distributed to 12 communal farmers in the month of November. Only farmers who were identified to be having a good track record of 
farming were given seed to spearhead the champion farmer program which was adopted by Painted Dog Conservation to promote cross 
pollination of ideas among farmers, as well as small grain production in this low rainfall area.  
 

�  Community Development Programme: By Dorcas Mbedzi and Wilton Nsimango. 
 
Nutritional Gardens and income generating projects are the main activities of this programme. The Nutritional Garden programme 
delivers mixed results with the well-organised garden groups doing well, producing a variety of crops for household consumption, with 
surplus crops being used to support the schools as well as being sold. Water is the other major factor that determines the success of a 
garden and despite training in permaculture techniques plus water conservation and dry planting. Many of the groups become 
disenchanted quickly if they do not have a reliable water supply. 
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PDC secured enough 
funding for the drilling and 
installation of two boreholes 
in 2009. It took an 
inexplicably long time to get 
appropriate quotes from 
drilling companies, who 
seem to just want to drill and 
be paid, especially when an 

NGO such as PDC are paying. Once we were happy with our 
quotes we commissioned the works and the boreholes were 
installed to provide a reliable source of water to the communities. 
 
In 2009 the number of income generating projects was increased 
by five to eleven. These projects vary and include such activities 
as tie – dye with fabrics, basket weaving, soap making and bee 
keeping. On the whole all of the projects worked well though a 
lack of micro finance type facilities hindered their development.  Partnering with Self Help Development Foundation (SHDF), a fellow 
NGO, proved very worthwhile over a number of issues, which included training workshops in particular.                                                                 
                                                                                                                      
PDC continued its sponsorship of the local soccer league, which featured 15 teams in 2009. The cost of sponsorship this went up 
significantly during the year, as did everything else. The winning team, for the second season in a row was Delta Elephants, from 
Hwange Safari Lodge. This is a hugely popular gesture by PDC, which enables us to get a conservation message across to many. The 
leagues organising committee have developed the slogan of “Protect the painted dog, protect the ball”. 
 

Total number of community visits this year:  81 

Total number of person-visits this year:  1056 

Total number of community visits since programme began:  356 

Total number of person visits since programme began 8802 
 
 

�  HIV / AIDS. By Forggie Wilson. 
 

The year started out with a very productive workshop, which was a week long affair attended by all PDC staff. Conducted by trained 
staff from St Patrick’s Hospital, the aim of the workshop was to address and encourage behavioral and attitudinal change.  
 
The doctors from St Patrick’s hospital in Hwange visit PDC every month to conducted testing and counselling. Currently 99% of PDC 
staff have been tested. In addition to attending to the 58 PDC staff members, staff from neighbouring companies such as Hwange Safari 
Lodge and Ganda Lodge also attend the sessions. After the PDC visit is completed, the St Patricks Doctors move on to the near by 
communities of Dete and Lupote to conduct additional clinics. It is recognised that PDC are responsible for this happening and its 
greatly appreciated, which further strengthens PDC’s position within the communities at large. Every day we receive requests from 
other communities for assistance along these lines. During the Dete clinic they attend to approximately 205 patients and 167 at Lupote. 
80 people, including some PDC staff were placed on anti retroviral (ARV) drugs in 2009.  
 
It was a please to again welcome Dr Evian to PDC for an all too brief a visit, when he checked on progress being made. 
 

�  Capacity-building. By Peter Blinston. 
We are still proud of the fact that ALL of PDC staff members are local and their on going training plus development is considered 
key to the long term sustainability of PDC. 
 

·  PDC accepted three students on attachment from the National University of Science and Technology, studying Forestry 
Resources and Wildlife Management. 

·  Martin Stiemer (who set up our APU) continued with on going training and development of the APU. 
·  Hans Dullemont continued with training our resident mechanic, Last Marozhe. 
·  Greg Gibbard joined us as Administrator, to further his training of our office staff in administrative procedures plus the use of 

MYOB software and Microsoft office programmes.  
·  Forggie Wilson commenced a Human Resource Management course. 
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·  First Aid refresher courses were conducted for all PDC staff. 
·  The guides that attended our Guides Training Workshop in 2008 were brought in for hands on training and to gain experience 

with the Bush camp Programme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   

�  Fundraising, Marketing and Growth for the Project.  By Peter Blinston. 
 
2009 was obviously a difficult year for fundraising and we saw a significant drop in donations, though overall not as much as we feared. 
What was perhaps most difficult was funding for core operational costs such as housing rents, water and electricity bills, which 
escalated enormously during the year. All in all it was however a successful year again for fundraising. 
 
We have recognised the need to prepare ourselves for 2010, when the soccer world cup will be held in neighbouring South Africa. The 
size of this event gives us reason to believe that Hwange National Park will receive a significant increase in the number of tourists, with 
PDC playing a not insignificant role in that. Thus we will be forming a working committee to address our marketing needs in this 
respect and to develop literature / handouts that will encourage donations from visitors. 
 
We would like to express our thanks and sincere appreciation to the individuals and organisations listed below for their 
generous support during 2009. 
 
Africa Matters / Wendy Blakely Gaia Park Ron van der A & Family 
African Sun Hotels Greg Gibbard Rufford Foundation 
Awely (Parc Zoologique d'Amneville) Hans Dullemont Sea World and Busch Gardens Conservation Fund 
CGMK Foundation Harber Charitable Foundation Sherry Paul 
Compass Interim Management Humane Society International Stichting PDC Netherlands 
David MacDonald & Wildcru IUCN / EPG Stichting Zoos Help: Netherlands 
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation Jon Vannini Tapeats Fund 
De Vries Family Judy and Chuck Wheatley The Hide Safari camp 
Diane and Ted Johnson Kathleen Sullivan Tienhoven foundation 
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund Kolmarden Zoo Tusk Trust 
Evelyne Gevaert Landela Safaris Victor Adams 
Forestry Commission Zimbabwe Larry Bowman VIS Landrover Supplies 
Fred van Olphen Martin Stiemer / ALL 4 AP Wildlife Conservation Network 

Friends of Beekse Bergen Safari Park PDC Uk 
Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management 
Authority 

PDC Employee of the Year 2009: Maria Njamba. 
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List of Publications:  

�  PDC produces a monthly report that is sent via email to selected individuals and organisations plus published on the web site 
(www.painteddog.org). 

�  Popular articles were written for the National Parks and Wildlife Management Authority Magazine.  
�  A National Management Plan for painted dogs is currently being produced. 
�  Several articles featuring PDC’s work appeared in the Zimbabwe and International Press. 
�  The Dutch production company, Nature Conservation Films visited PDC twice in 2008 to record the projects work and the 

translocation of the dogs to Starvation Island in particular. This film has been broadcast on Animal Planet. 
 
Scientific Papers in prep, submitted or published: 
1.1/ Mitigating anthropogenic impact on the painted dog Lycaon pictus by protective collaring (submitted) 
1.2/ Evaluation of different techniques for the capture and anaesthesia of Lycaon pictus (submitted) 
Foraging Ecology (papers) 
2.0 "Achilles' heel of sociality revealed by energetic poverty trap in cursorial hunters." American Naturalist. Rasmussen, Gusset, 
Courchamp and Macdonald. 
2.1 “Are Elephants killing dogs?” Rasmussen, Gusset, Courchamp and Macdonald. 
2.2 Pack size, prey utilisation, and decision-making by the painted dog Lycaon pictus in the Hwange region Zimbabwe  (prep) 
2.3 “Catch me if you can”.  Lycaon pictus as the predator versus prey in the Hwange region Zimbabwe. (prep) 
2.4 Balancing time: Pack size and anthropogenic disturbance driving activity patterns in the painted dog Lycaon pictus. (prep) 
2.5 Strategies, currencies and the impact of kleptoparasites to Lycaon pictus in a woodland ecosystem. (prep) 
2.6 Silent sunrises and Noisy clocks Nouvellet, Rasmussen, Courchamp. (prep) 
Social dynamic ecology 
3.1 Small pack size imposes a trade-off between hunting and pup-guarding in the painted dog Lycaon pictus.  Courchamp Rasmussen 
Macdonald (published Journal of ecology)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


