
Gentle Gi ants in Chains



Elephants have been an 
integral part of Indian 
Culture, History & Religion. 

Lord “Ganesh” is our 
Elephant God

“Airavata” was the four 
tusked elephant - vehicle of 
Lord Indra

Emperor Akbar’s legendary 
elephant “Hiran” was his 
trusted judge & prosecutor.



Elephants have been used 
in battles, processions & 
for Domestic work

Processions & Weddings

Forced to walk through 
heavy traffic & busy roads

Beaten to keep them 
obedient and subdued



Grand spectacle of temple elephants hides the wounds and 
beatings. Elephants forced to stand for long hours without 
moving their trunks or swaying. No water either!



Entertaining Tourists….. Colorful cloth and paint h ides 
the wounds & scars



Logging & 
Timber yards

Elephants forced to lift logs 
using the tusk as leverage. 
Tusks get cracked, broken off, 
dislocated also leading to 
painful conditions such as 
bleeding gums & exposed 
nerve ends leading to infection
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A very important part of 
presidential cermonies , 
republic day parades



Over 40 captive 
elephants in Delhi 
today, many of 
whom suffer poor 
welfare.

Today these poor 
beasts are no 
longer as 
important & the 
owners have to 
work them hard to 
make ends meet. 



These Gentle Giants have 
lost the respect & dignity 
they deserve

They are subjected to

� Long hours of Hard work

� ill treatment (beating)

� Poor welfare (no water & 
shade) 

� Poor nutrition 

� Still legal to use elephants 
in circuses where they are 
made to kneel; perform tricks

� Logging operations most 
cruel. Witnessed one in pouring 
rain with the elephant was 
being beaten by hooks, rods & 
chains



� However most elephant owners have never received ownership papers as 
they are hesitant to declare the source of procurement. 

� The law also prohibits sale and transfer of elephants across state borders 
without permits from the Wildlife Department: this is done both to save the 
elephant from transportation cruelties; and dissuade owners from buying 
more elephants as in very few states is there adequate resources to take 
good care of elephants. However implementation is poor.

Captive Elephants never got the 
desired protection from wildlife & 
animal laws as they were 
considered & clubbed with 
domestic cattle as a legal 
category. 

It is only in the recent past that 
the Wildlife Protection Act 
received amendments which 
protected the elephant in the wild 
and indirectly extended the 
protection to the captive 
elephant, recognizing the need 
for protecting them too. For 
example wild elephant capture / 
trapping “khedda operations”
were banned.

It was made mandatory to declare 
an elephant held by a person & 
show source of procurement. 



Facts about the Delhi Elephants

� All the owners belongs to the 
minority community who traditionally 
use elephants for a living

� The living conditions of the animals 
are very bad as they are tied up 
without any freedom for hours.

� Elephants are presently housed on 
an encroached area of Delhi 
“Yamuna Pushta”. Govt now wants 
them to vacate!

� Improper veterinary care for the 
elephants. Local healers or vets 
specializing in cattle called in for 
medical support. Usually, it is the 
first time ever, that vet is treating an 
elephant. This often leads to further 
complications.



Most mahouts are not trained to 
handle elephants.

Most of them learn the ways of 
handling the elephants from elders 
or seniors.

No formal training is given to look 
after the elephants and the 
mahouts use various out dated, 
Crude methods to control the 
animals. 

Fear, torture and hunger are the 
elements of control and the 
elephants suffer silently

Mahout training



Ancient Indian scriptures classify mahouts
into three categories

Reghawan : Mahouts who use LOVE to control their ele phants
Yukthiman : Those who use INGENUITY to train their e lephants 
Balwan : Those who use CRUELTY to control elephants 



Tools of 
control



The Life of a captive 
Elephant in Delhi, 

India



The hot tarmac in Delhi’s scorching Summer with tem peratures 
often reaching 50 0C , the road surface is almost 60 - 70 0 C. 
Elephants are forced to walk on roads for long hour s causing 
cracked foot pads and severe blisters. 



CRACKED & BLISTERED FOOT PADS



CRACKED TOE-NAILS



Real tusks are secretly sawed off & a hole is drill ed in the 
remainder of the tusk to attach artificial  tusks. Often it is 
just “Nailed” on for a few hours of display for proc essions 
or weddings. 



Tail hair is believed to be lucky and is plucked crudely & sold 
off by mahouts for people to wear on rings. 



During musth, tied up for several days at a stretch. Standing 
in its own dung & urine causing infected foot pads



The unhygienic housing lead to infections on the open wounds 
caused by spiked shackles. Poor nutrition leads to starvation



Cost of Elephants 
Average cost is between 3 to 5 Lakh Rupees (AU$ 9000 to AU$ 16000) depending 
on the size, health & training of the elephant.
The cost of the elephant is recovered by the owner in 2 to 4 months of work !

Legal Status
Only about 50% of these elephants have legal procurement certificates OR 
ownership certificates issued by Chief Wildlife Warden and the law is bypassed by 
the elephants being moved overnight between state borders thus causing 
unnecessary stress and trauma to these animals.

Wildlife SOS Project Objectives
� To provide these elephants basic welfare that is due to them 
� through Nutrition (regular supply of fresh green fodder)
� Feed Additives (Minerals & Vitamins) that’s missing in their diet
� Veterinary Care and attention (Mobile Elephant Clinic)
� Install shade structures for these elephants 



To bring about a change in the attitude of mahouts through 
training 

� Training in handling and care
� Create a bond between man and animal
� Nurture compassion
� Elephant training without cruelty



� To regulate the working hours & 
conditions of these elephants
� After winning the faith of these owners, 
all elephants will be marked
� This will prevent the owners from 
changing the elephants 
� Mahout training & handling procedures 
to be regulated 



� Monitor supply & trading of elephants Illegal trading of 
elephants can be curbed once they are micro-chipped
� Sellers & traders will be monitored 
� Supply of elephants to Delhi will be gradually cut off 
� Training for elephant mahouts in alternative professions to 
prepare them for a future without captive elephants



To protect the elephant in the wild (Anti-poaching & protection)
By regulating the supply of elephants into Delhi and by marking & micro-
chipping every animal, it will be possible to control the entry of new animals. 
The supply of illegally caught animals from the wild will be near impossible as 
our monitoring will ensure that.
By building a bond with the owners and mahouts it will create an information 
network for our already existing intelligence gathering & system. This will help 
us alert our Anti poaching Unit - Forestwatch! about any poaching or illegal 
trafficking of elephants.



Anees can’t 
believe his 

elephant paints!

Please 
encourage our 
elephant artists



THANK YOU


