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DOG FUR ONCE AGAIN
IN AUSTRALIAN STORES
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In 2004, HSI's global investigation into the dog and
cat fur trade exposed an ugly truth - fur products
made from dog and cat fur were being sold in

selling the product and said they had done
their own tests and the fur was not dog. We
subsequently bought additional vests from

Australian stores, as well as countless stores across
Europe, the United Kingdom and the US. Following
a national campaign which saw HSI successfully
lobby the Federal Government to secure a ban
on the importation of all dog and cat fur into
Australia, HSI is saddened to report that dog fur
has once again found its way into the stores and
into the homes of unsuspecting consumers.

the outlet and they were also scientifically
confirmed as containing dog skins.

Subsequent investigations over the past few
weeks have revealed that dog fur is being
widely circulated throughout Australia
including major national department stores
and specialty chains. Mostly labeled rabbit

and in some cases simply 100% fur, these

On the 4th of February we received a phone call
from a member saying she had seen fur vests
on sale and they were very similar to samples

of dog fur from our previous investigation. We
purchased and scientifically tested the Wittners
labeled vests and the analysis by mammalian
hair expert, Dr Barbara Triggs confirmed they
contained dog fur. HSI reported the

illegal import to Customs on the 24th February.
We alerted Wittners to the fact they had

imported illegal skins but they refused to stop test results.

items have infiltrated our borders again and
although we have continued to implore
Customs to investigate the matter, the
response has been slow and totally inadequate.

While Myers acted immediately to remove
the Arthur Galan labeled fur vests from sale,
disappointingly Wittners and WISH have
continued to sell the fur vests to trusting
customers, despite being advised of HSI's

to page 2

LIVE TRADE: HOW MANY
MORE ANIMALS MUST SUFFER?

The ABC's Four Corners program, ‘A Bloody Business. An
explosive exposé of the cruelty inflicted on Australian cattle
exported to the slaughterhouses of Indonesia’ which aired on
30 May 2011 brought home to all Australians the horror that
has been the live export trade for decades now.

Evidence gathered from an investigation carried out in early 2011
by Animals Australia and the RSPCA uncovered horrific results
with every slaughter facility breaching international animal welfare
guidelines. Cattle were subjected to torture such as eye gouging,
kicking, tail twisting and breaking, leg breaking; and arduous and
prolonged killings. Serious questions need to be raised as to how
industry organisations, Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) and
Live Corp, could have allowed the systematic abuse of Australian
livestock in Indonesia.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Senator Joe

Ludwig, initially moved to ban the export of Australian cattle
to twelve (12) abattoirs featured in the story following the
overwhelming public outcry, as well as opposition from Members
of Parliament from all sides of politics, and even from cattle farmers
themselves. However, public pressure has continued to mount and
with 80% of Australia’s live cattle exports going to Indonesia, and
over 100 other abattoirs in operation that were not part of the
investigation featured in the Four Corners program, black listing
a mere 12 abattoirs would have been inconsequential and would
not do anything to guarantee the welfare of Australian cattle.
Even Australia’s peak veterinary body, the Australian Veterinary
Association (AVA) joined the calls for the Australian Government
to immediately suspend of all live exports to Indonesia.

Eight days after the Four Corners program exposed the atrocities
being inflicted on Australian cattle, the Minister announced
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